WORLO HISTORY PLAY

"I Want to Live"
During World War II, German dictator Adolf Hitler unleashed
a reign of terror across Europe. The diary of one Hungarian
teen chronicles the consequences of his brutality.

Chcircicters
Eva Heyman, a Jewish girl living in
Nagyvárad,

Hungary

Marta Münzer, tva's friend, also Jewish
Mrs. Münzer, Mdrto's mother
*SS officer, an elite Nazi soldier
Ági Zsolt, Sva's mother
Mr. Waldmann, Eva's Jewish neighbor
'German soldier 1
*German soldier 2
*Poiice officer 1
»Police officer 2
Juszti, Eva's former

governess

Mr. Poroszlay, Juszti's new employer
Béia Zsoit, Eva's stepfather, a noted
novelist and political

writer

Mariska, Eva's family's former cook
"Anna Cohen, an inmate at Auschwitz
Dr. Josef Mengeie, an SS officer
at Auschwitz
Narrators A-E
* Indicates a fictional

or composite

character. All others were real people.

Words to Know
inti-Semitic \(adj]: related
to hostility to Jews (who are
descendents of ancient Asian
peoples called Semites)

233E (v): to send out of
a country by official order

52323 (")• part of a city in
which members of a particular
race or group live, usually
under poor conditions

PROLOGUIE
Narrator A: In

February 1944, Eva
Heyman received a
diary for her 13th
birthday. Although
the Hungarian teenager would never
know it, the journal
she kept over the
next three months
would become an
important historical document.
Eva, who was Jewish, recorded
events large and small in an
increasingly desperate Europe.
Narrator B: During Worid War II
(1939-1945), European Jews lived
in great danger. Adolf Hitler, the
dictator of Nazi Germany, had conquered most of the continent. His
anti-Semitic beliefs led the Nazis
to launch "the Final Solution"—the
destruction of the Jews of Europe.

SCIENIE I
Narrator C: In 1941, as World
War II rages across Europe,
Hungary is one of the few
European countries friendly to
Germany. Still, Hitler urges the
Hungarian government to crack
down on its Jewish population.
One summer afternoon . . .
Eva Heyman: What a fun day
we've had, Marta!
Marta Münzen Yes, I love riding
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bikes with you, Eva.
Eva Heyman: Me
too. Be sure to thank
your mother for the
chocolate cake.
Mrs. Münzer: Marta!
Come at once. The
police want us.
Eva: I wonder why.
Marta: 1 don't know.
It's probably because
I was riding my bike
too fast. Papa always says so.
Narrator D: But Maria's family is
told that they're being deported
because her father wasn't born in
Hungary. The government crackdown extends to all non-native
Jews and their families. SS soldiers, part of an elite military unit
within the Nazi party, cram Marta
and her family into railroad cars
with other Jews and send them to
a town in German-occupied Poland
(now in Ukraine).
SS officer: Move! Form a line!
Marta: Those are machine guns.
Mama! What's happening?
Mrs. Münzer: They're going to
shoot us all!
Narrator E: The SS officer gives an
order, and German troops open
fire on the crowd of Jews. Over
the course of two days, almost
24,000 people, including Marta
and her family, are killed. News of
Márta's death haunts Eva. She
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¡tier,
whose military
aggression and
"Final Solution"
destroyed
much of Europe

would write about it in the diary
she got three years later, in 1944:
Eva: I'm so afraid that I'll be taken
to Poland the way Mdrta was.
Maybe I'll be taken there because I
have a red bicycle too. I know that
what I've written is silly, but
believe me, dear diary, I'm afraid
that I'm going out of my mind.

SCIEiSilE 2
Narrator A: Hungarian Jews remain
relatively safe during much of the
war, with Hungary refusing to
deport more Jews. As the war starts
to go badly for Germany, Hungary
tries to make peace with the
Allies—the U.S., Great Britain, and
the Soviet Union. This angers Hitler,
who turns his eye on Hungary's
725,000 Jews—including Eva and
her family. On March 19, 1944 . . .
Agi Zsolt: What's all that racket?
Eva: Germany has invaded
Hungary. Hitler's brutes are here!
Narrator B: The Nazis make life
very hard for Jews. On March 30,
Eva watches as her neighbors are
evicted from their home.
Mr. Waldmann: But this house has
been mine for years!
German soldier 1: Yes, it's a pretty

A shopkeeper
cleans up after
Kristallnacht (the
Night of Broken
Glass), anti-Jewish
riots in Berlin,
Germany, in 1939.

little house. It should suit us well.
Mr. Waldmann: How can you steal
from people like this?
German soldier 2: We aren't
taking things from people.
German soidier 1 (kicking Mr
Waldmann): Yeah, we're taking
them from Jews. Now get out!
Narrator C: Starting on April 5,
all Jews must wear yellow Stars of
David on their clothing. More
restrictions are announced. On
April 7, police officers arrive at
Eva's house. She goes to the door.
Poiice officer 1: We have orders to
confiscate your bicycle.
Eva: You can't do that! It has a
proper license plate. We paid the
tax for it.
Police officer 2: No Jew gets to
have a bicycle anymore.
Eva: This is robbery!
Poiice officer 1: if I had my way,
Jews wouldn't even get bread.
Narrator D: That night, Eva writes
in her diary:
Eva: / had only heard that sort of
thing on the radio, or read it in a
German newspaper. It's different
when you read something than
when it's thrown in your face.
Narrator E: Conditions grow even
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worse for Hungary's Jews. Many
are robbed or murdered by police
and soldiers. Fear is everywhere.

SCIEiSilE 3
Narrator A: Two servants, Juszti
and Mariska, must leave Eva's
family because Aryans, or nonJews, can no longer work for Jews.
Juszti asks her new employer to
help Eva.
Juszti: Please, Mr. Poroszlay, let
Eva hve here. I raised her, and I
love her like a daughter. No one
would know that she's Jewish.
Mr. Porosziay: why would I want
to save a Jew?
Juszti: She's just 13!
Mr. Poroszlay: Bring this up
again, and you'll be fired!
Narrator B: Eva's family must
move to Nagyvárad's Jewish ghetto.
Agi: How are we going to sleep in
a room with 13 other people?
Where will we get food? There's a
fence, and no one can get out.
Béia Zsoit: Look at all these rules
posted on the walls. "Don't make
noise. Salute all Germans."
Eva: If we break any rule, big or
small, the punishment is the
same: death.

Starving and near
death, inmates at
the Ebensee concentration camp
in Austria were
freed by American
soldiers in 1945.

SCIENIE 4
Narrator C: On May 9, German
officials send out new orders.
Hungary's Jews are to be shipped
from the ghetto to concentration
camps in Poland and Germany.
There, Jews are worked to death
or killed in gas chambers.
Narrator D: The deportations
begin on May 15. Eva's worst fears
are realized. On May 30, she
writes her final diary entry.
Eva: Dear diary, I don't want to
die. I want to live even if it means
that I'll be the only person here
allowed to stay. I would wait for the
end of the war in some cellar, or on
the roof, or in some secret cranny. I
would even let the cross-eyed policeman who took our flour away from
us kiss me. . . . I can't write anymore. The tears run from my eyes.
Narrator E: Before the deportation, Mariska pays a visit.
Éva: How did you get in here?
Mariska: A nice guard let me in.
I brought you some food. Can I
do anything else for you?
Eva: Yes. We're being deported!
Please take care of my diary.
Mariska: All right. I'll keep it safe
and return it to you after the war.

In May 1945, the
prisoners at Aust..
Mauthausen-Guse._
camp cheered the
arrival of U.S. troops

Narrator A: Eva's mother and stepfather are sent to Bergen-Belsen, a
German concentration camp. Éva
and her grandparents are taken to
Auschwitz in Poland—the largest
camp, and one of the harshest.

SCIENIE 5
Narrator B: Éva arrives at the camp
on June 6. She is chosen to work.
But the labor is brutal, and she has
little food. On October 17, the Nazis
select sickly inmates for execution.
Eva: I'm afraid I won't pass this
time. I look like a skeleton.
Anna Cohen: Try to stay to the
back. Maybe he won't see you.
Dr. Josef Mengeie (pointing at
Éva): You! Your feet are covered
with sores. You're unfit to work.
Narrator C: Mengele orders Éva to
the truck—and certain death.
Narrator D: But Eva's mother and
stepfather are spared. After the
war ends in 1945, they get a letter
from someone describing what
happened to Éva on her last day.
Juszti: I feel so bad! I could have
done more to try to save her. I was
too worried about losing my job. I
should have taken her far away.
Agi: But we were all so frightened.

The world should know about the
cruelty that took her from us.
Mariska has given me Eva's diary.
My daughter won't be forgotten!

lEPILOGUIE
Narrator E: Eva's death made
those who might have helped her
feel guilty. But the blame for her
death, and those of more than
400,000 other Hungarians in the
Holocaust, lay with Nazi Germany.
The Nazis killed 6 million Jews
and 5 million non-Jews, including
Gypsies, Communists, homosexuals, and political opponents.
Narrator A: Eva's mother published the diary two years after the
war, in 1947. It kept Eva's memory
alive—and gave a voice to millions
of others whose stories ended in
Hitler's death camps.
—Sean Stewart Price

Think About It
"I. Was Eva's mother right to
publish her daughter's private
diary? Explain.
2 . What purpose did publishing
it serve?
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